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The causes of the Hyksos Invasion of Egypt
according to Flavius Josephus in his book « Against Apion »
ABSTRACT : 
King Amenophis (probably Antef VII) wanted to visit the gods. But at that time, the doors of temples were crowded by beggars and leper infirms. Their impurity therefore forbade the king to enter the temples. The Amun oracle advised him to get rid of all unclean people. They began to be sent to work in desert quarries where they suffered inhumane conditions. Finally, the king agreed to give them the abandoned city of Avaris where they lived in isolation. There they get organized around a leader named Osarsiph who called the people of Solymes1, fierce warriors of the Taurus, to help them to rebel against the king of Thebes (Antef Nubkhepere ).
Faced to the strength of the enemy armies, the Theban king waived to fight the opponent and abandoned his own troops to flee in a hurry to the court of the king of Nubia who was his friend. His young protegee Ah-hotep had to hide Kamose, the child she gave birth in a certain cave, because the Hyksos king Apophis (I) Aaqenenre wanted to kill him. Then the mother of Ah-hotep, queen Teti-sheri (probable wife of Apophis (II) Aawserre) took the baby under her protection, saying he was her own child, although she have passed the age to give birth. Then, king Antef VII recovered the child when five years of age to make him his heir2. Thus, he reared Kamose in Nubia making him undergo an intensive military training in the purpose the boy become a soldier prince able to regain the kingdom of Egypt against Hyksos. Between the flee of Antef VII and the return of Kamose to Egypt with an army thirteen years had passed.
Note 1 : There is an obvious relationship between Jews and Solymes as on the Catalan Atlas of 1375 the flag of the inhabitants of the Turkish province of Karaman included the David’s star. 
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karamanides 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/62/1375_abraham_cresques_bnf_02_mediterrani_oriental_.jpg

According to Flavius Josephus: (Against Apion, "Book I, XXII) mentioning Choerilus, Solymes latter took part in the expedition of Xerxes against Greece and he described them as follows : "Behind them (the Persians) passed a race with a surprising appearance, the Phoenician language issued from their lips, they lived in the Solymian mountains near a big lake, their bushy hair was shaved around and over, they wore as helmet the smoke-dried.
leather of a horse's head. According to Herodotus (VII, 70) : Only the Ethiopians from Asia wore as a helmet a protome of horse.

We can also remark that in Odyssey Book V, Poseidon standing on the Solymian Mounts was seeing the island of Phaeacians.
Note 2 : Because King Antef (VII) and his wife Queen Sobekemsaf had only a daughter who could not reign.
AN ATTEMPT for UNDERSTANDING
SOME REPORTS OF ANCIENT AUTHORS
I. WHO WERE THE HYKSOS INVADERS OF EGYPT ?
-  PHOTIUS LIBRARY, abstracted from Theopompus, Philippica, 176 « The author reported that Pacoris king of Egypt made an alliance with Pisidians
 and he described their country and that of Aspendians.”
- Extracts from Flavius JosephUS « AGAINST Apion » Book I (1st century B.C.) quoting elder authors, mainly Manetho (3rd century B.C.) :
XIV : 74 Then, Manetho, in the second book of his Egypt History, wrote the following concerning our people (Jews). I will produce his own words as I presented him as a witness: 75 « Toutimaios. Under his reign I don’t know why, God was averse to us, and by a strange way, people of obscure birth came from the Eastern parts arrived there, and have boldness enough to make an expedition into our country, and with ease subdued it by force, yet without our hazarding a battle with them. 76 So when they had gotten those that governed us under their power, they afterwards burnt down our cities, and demolished the temples of the gods, and used all the inhabitants after a most barbarous manner; nay, some they slew, and led their children and their wives into slavery. 77 At length they made one of themselves king, whose name was Salatis; he also lived at Memphis, and made both the Upper and Lower Egypt pay tribute, and left garrisons in places that were the most proper for them. He chiefly aimed to secure the eastern parts, as fore-seeing that the Assyrians, who had then the greatest power, would be desirous of that kingdom, and invade them; 78 and he found in the Saite [Sethroite] Nomos, a city very proper for this purpose as it lay upon the Bubastic channel, and according to some theologic tradition was called Avaris. He rebuilt it, and fortified the place by surrounding ramparts, and by a numerous garrison of two hundred and forty thousand strongly armed men whom he put into to keep it. 79 Thither Salatis came in summer time, partly to gather his corn, and pay his soldiers their wages, and partly to exercise his armed men, and thereby to terrify foreigners. When this man had reigned thirteen years, he died. 80 After him reigned another, whose name was Bnon, for forty-four years and after him another, called Apachnas
, thirty-six years and seven months; after him Apophis reigned sixty-one years, and then Iannas fifty years and one month; 81 after all these reigned Assis forty-nine years and two months. And these six were the first rulers among them, who were more and more desirous to destroy Egyptians to the very roots. 82 This whole nation was called Hyksos, that is, Shepherd-kings. …
84These people, whom we have before named kings, and called Shepherds also, and their descendants kept possession of Egypt for five hundred and eleven years
."
II. but what events have led to such a situation ?
XXVI : 228 « Manetho have promised to interpret the Egyptian history out of their sacred writings, and reported this: that "our people had come into Egypt, many ten thousands in number, and subdued its inhabitants;" and he further confessed that "we went out of that country afterward, and settled in that country which is now called Judea, and there built Jerusalem and its temple." Now thus far he followed his ancient records.»… 232 Then he said that king Amenophis
 was desirous to see the gods, as had Orus, one of his predecessors in that kingdom, desired the same before him; he also communicated his desire to his namesake Amenophis
, who was the son of Papis, and seemed to partake of a divine nature, both as to wisdom and the knowledge of futurities." 233 Manetho adds, "how this namesake of him told that he might see the gods, if he would clear the whole country of the lepers and of the other impure people
; 234 that the king was pleased with this injunction, and got together all those who had any defect in their bodies out of Egypt; and that their number was eighty thousand; 235 whom he sent to those quarries which are on the east side of the Nile, that they might work in them, and might be separated from the rest of the Egyptians." He says further, that "there were some of the learned priests that were polluted with the leprosy; 236 but that still this Amenophis, the wise man and the prophet, was afraid that the gods would be angry at him and at the king, if there should appear to have been violence made to all these wretched people; he also added this further, [out of his sagacity about futurities,] that certain people
 would come to the assistance of these polluted wretches, and would conquer Egypt, and keep it in their possession thirteen years; that, however, he durst not tell the king of these things, but that he left a writing behind him about all those matters, and then slew himself, which made the king disconsolate."» 
237 After which he writes thus verbatim: "After those that were sent to work in the quarries had continued in that miserable state for a long while, they apply to the king that he would granted them the city Avaris, which was then left desolate of the shepherds, for their habitation and protection
. 238 Now this city, according to the ancient theology, was Typho's (Seth) city. The king agreed, but when these men were gotten into it, and found the place fit for a revolt, they appointed themselves a ruler out of the priests of Heliopolis, whose name was Osarsiph, and they took their oaths that they would be obedient to him in all things. 239 He then, in the first place, made this law for them : That they should neither worship the Egyptian gods, nor should abstain from any one of those sacred animals which they have in the highest esteem, but kill and destroy them all; that they should join themselves to nobody but to those that were of this confederacy. 240 When he had made such laws as these, and many more such as were mainly opposite to the customs of the Egyptians, he gave order that they should use the multitude of the hands they had in building walls around their city, and make themselves ready for a war with king Amenophis, 241 while he did himself take into his friendship the other priests, and those that were polluted with them, and sent ambassadors to those shepherds who had been driven out of the land by Tethmosis to the city called Jerusalem
; whereby he informed them of his own affairs, and of the state of those others that had been treated after such an ignominious manner, and desired that they would come with one consent to his assistance in this war against Egypt. 242 He also promised that he would, in the first place, bring them back to their ancient city and country Avaris, and provide a plentiful maintenance for their multitude; that he would protect them and fight for them as occasion should require, and would easily reduce the country under their dominion. 243 These shepherds were all very glad of this message, and came away with alacrity all together, being in number two hundred thousand men; and in a little time they came to Avaris. And now Amenophis the king of Egypt, upon his being informed of their invasion, was in great confusion, as calling to mind what Amenophis, the son of Papis, had foretold him; 244 and, in the first place, he assembled the multitude of the Egyptians, and took counsel with their leaders, and sent for their sacred animals to him, especially for those that were principally worshipped in their temples, and gave a particular charge to the priests distinctly, that they should hide the images of their gods with the utmost care. 245 He also sent his son Sethos, who was also named Ramesses
, from his father Rhampses, being but five years old, to a friend of his. He then passed on with the rest of the Egyptians, being three hundred thousand of the most warlike of them, against the enemy, who met them. Yet he did not join battle with them; 246 but thinking that to fight would be against the will of gods, he returned back and came to Memphis, where he took Apis and the other sacred animals which he had sent for to him, and presently marched into Ethiopia, together with his whole army
 and multitude of Egyptians; for the king of Ethiopia was under an obligation to him, 247 on which account he received him, and took care of all the multitude that was with him, while the country supplied all that was necessary for the food of the men. He also allotted cities and villages for this exile, that was to be from its beginning during those fatally determined thirteen years. Moreover, he pitched a camp for his Ethiopian army, as a guard to king Amenophis, upon the borders of Egypt. “ 
 III. THE EXACTIONS OF SOLYMES (HEKA KHASOUT
) IN EGYPT
XXVI. And this was the state of things in Ethiopia. But for the Solymites
, when they came down together with the polluted Egyptians, they treated the men in such a barbarous manner, that those who saw how they subdued the forementioned country, and the horrid wickedness they were guilty of, thought it a most dreadful thing; for they did not only set the cities and villages on fire but were not satisfied till they had been guilty of sacrilege, and destroyed the images of the gods, and used them in roasting those sacred animals that used to be worshipped, and forced the priests and prophets to be the executioners and murderers of those animals, and then ejected them naked out of the country. It was also reported that the priest, who ordained their polity and their laws, was by birth of Hellopolls, and his name Osarsiph, from Osyris, who was the god of Hellopolls; but that when he was gone over to these people, his name was changed, and he was called Moses
."
251… And Manetho added : Later, (after thirteen years as mentioned furtherly) Amenophis returned from Ethiopia followed by a great army, and with his son Rampses at the head of an another army; that both together attacked the Shepherds and impure people, defeated them, and after having killed a great number, they drove them to the borders of Syria.

XXXII : 288 After him, I want to consider Chæremon. This author also said he was writing the history of Egypt and, after quoting the same name of king as Manetho did, Amenophis and his son Rameses
, he told that Isis appeared to Amenophis in his sleep, reproaching to him the destruction of her temple during the war. Phritobautes the seer said to him that if he purify Egypt of its dirty men, his terror would cease. The king put together two hundred fifty thousand of these men and drove them harmful. At their head were Moses and Joseph, also seers. Their names in Egyptian language were Tisithen for Moses, and Peteseph for Joseph. 291 These exiles came to Pelusium and met three hundred and eighty thousand men abandoned by Amenophis, who did not want to bring them to Egypt
. 292 They concluded with them a treaty of friendship and marched on Egypt. Amenhotep, without waiting for the attack, fled to Ethiopia, leaving his pregnant wife
. She hid in caves and bore a child named Ramesses, who became man, expelled the Jews to Syria, numbering about two hundred thousand, and received his father Amenophis come back from Ethiopia.

XXXIV : After them I will quote Lysimachus (idem Tacitus, Hist. V, 3) ... 305 According to him, under Bocchoris
 king of Egypt, Jewish people suffering from leprosy, scabies and other diseases, took refuge in temples, and begged their life there. Because so many men had fallen sick, there was a famine in Egypt. 306 Bocchoris sent to consult the oracle of Ammon about the famine. The god ordered to clean the temples from impure and impious men driving them away in deserted places and to drown the scabby and leprous men because he believed the sun was irritated at their existence, and to purify the temples. After that the earth would bear fruits. 307 Bocchoris informed of the oracle, called by him his priests and servants of the altar and ordered them to make a census of the impure people and deliver them to soldiers to take them in the desert, and to link lepers between sheets of lead and thrown into the sea. 308 After lepers and mangies were drowned, the rest of these people were transported into the wilderness to perish. They assembled and deliberated about their situation. At night, they lit fires and torches, stood guard, and the following night, after fasting, they asked the gods for their salvation. 309 The next day some Moses strongly advised them to follow a single road until reaching inhabited areas and instructed them to have good will for no man, nor ever chose the best, but the worst and to overthrow the temples and altars of the gods they met. 310 The others agreed, and began to implement their decisions. They crossed the desert, and, after many torments, arrived in the populated area, then insulting people, looting and burning the temples, they came to the land known today today as Judea, built there a city and settled there. 311 This city was named Hierosyla (sacrilegious) because of their state of mind. Later, become masters of the country, over time they changed this name to avoid the shame, and gave to their city the name of Hierosolyma and to themselves that of Hierosolymites
.
IV. THE WAR OF RECONQUEST
XIV : Then the kings of the Thebaid and the rest of Egypt rose up against the Sphepherds. This big war between them was very long. 86 Under the king called Misphragmuthosis
, Shepherds were defeated, he says, driven from the rest of Egypt and imprisoned in a place containing in its area ten miles arourai: this place was called Avaris. 87 According to Manetho, Shepherds surrounded it completely by a wall, high and strong for safekeeping all their possessions and their booty. 88 The son of Misphragmuthosis, Thummosis
 tried to submit them by a seat and invested them with four hundred and twenty thousand men. Finally, abandoning the siege, he concluded a treaty by which they were allowed to leave Egypt and go all safe and sound where they want. 89 According to the conventions, the Shepherds with all their family and their property, at the number of two hundred and forty thousand for the least went out of Egypt and through the desert took the route to Syria. 90 Fearing the power of Assyrians, who at that time were masters of Asia, they built in the country now called Judea, a city that might suffice for so many thousands of men and called it Jerusalem.
XXIX 277 ... "The king
, said Manetho, pursued them as far to Syria, killing them through the desert of sand.
TACITUS, Histories

Book V, 2 : The Jews, their origin
4 Some people argue that under the reign of Isis
, Egypt suffering by an excess of population expelled it to adjoining land, and that migration had for leaders Hierosolymus and Judah. Many people think that Jews are a race of Ethiopians, who were forced by fear and hate under king Cepheus, to change of country, 5 other ones say that they are an assembly of Assyrians who lacking of fields to cultivate seized a part of Egypt, then, approaching Syria, they built cities and appropriated the land of the Hebrews. 6 Finally others give to them an illustrious origin : according to them, Solymi, a nation celebrated in the songs of Homer, founded a town and from their name, called it Hierosolyma. 
�. The Pisidians, otherwhere named Solymes, were bellicose people living in the Taurus Mountains on the borders of Cilicia. They were also called Termiles by ancient authors.


� . Perhaps Apophis Aaqenenre, then Apophis Aawserre.


� . In this case, the kings of the 18th, 19th and 20th dynasties could be considered as offspring of the Hyksos kings. That would allow to place the beginning of the reign of Seqenenre Tao of the second part of the 17th dynasty (although a son of Aawserre Apophis) in 1580, when the whole Egypt passed under the rule of Asiatic rulers (count : 1069 B.C. end of the 20th dynasty + 511 years = 1580 B.C.)


�. This king Amenophis could be Antef (VII) Nubkheperre the last Egyptian king of the 17th dynasty (see farther note 9).


�. This seer really existed under the reign of king Amenophis III. Here, it deals with an Amun oracle as mentioned in § 306.


�. Flavius Josephus himself asked the question: “256 Why the presence of leprous people at the temple gates could make impossible to the king to see the gods?”. The answer is in chapter XXXIV § 305-306: The presence of leprous people constituted an impurity which forbade the king to pass among them before entering the temple to visit the statues of gods.


�. These people were the Solymes come from Taurus Mountains, that Josephus called Solymites, then Hierosolymites, making of them some inhabitants of Jerusalem while this city did not yet exist at that time.


� . Avaris (presently Tell-el-Daba) seems to have been previously inhabited by Aamou (Amorites) arrived in Egypt as soon as the middle of the 12th dynasty. Thus the offspring of these peaceful colonists installed in the North of Egypt could play the role of a “fifth column” who welcomed the foreign army applied to liberate their leprous brothers prisoners and exiled in the desert. Fatal error : they rapidly regretted their act, because the foreigners took rapidly the power on them and revealed to be much more ruthless masters than Egyptians. (See the Esope’s fable “The frogs who appealed to get a king”).


�. This assertion by Josephus seems to be absurd because Jerusalem was founded only after that Hebrews (inhabitants of Avaris) had left Egypt. In fact, according to Photius quoting Theompompe, the wretched people had asked some help to Pisidians, i.e. Solymes of Taurus. Josephus called them Solymites in § 248, then Josephus extrapolated this name into Hierosolymites thinking they were inhabitants of Jerusalem.


� . This Sethos-Ramesses is Kames (Kamose) who will become later Thuthmose Ist, here considered as the son of Amenophis Ist because he succeeded to him. As for the father of Sethos-Ramesses he could be king Antef (VII) Nubkheperre who adopted Kames.


�. This is wrong, see § 291. In fact, this king had abandoned his army,  in order to flee in a hurry to Ethiopia (North Sudan = the Land of Kush).


� . The Egyptian expression « heka-khasout » means « prince of the mountainous countries »


� . Obviously they were the Solymes of Pisidia, a nation of looters, in all times renowned for their barbarism. They continued to commit all kinds of exactions until they were exterminated by Romans, because they used to defy the power of Rome.


� . This Osarsiph (Osiris-Seth) who became Moses could be Kamose. This one would not die after  defeating Hyksos, but he could pass into the camp of Hebrews when he heard that his own family was pertaining to this people. (Before that time he was thinking to be Egyptian as king Antef VII have adopted him to be his heir).


�.  These persons could be Antef VII and Kamose. 


� . There is certainly an error of the copyist. We should read that the king did not want to bring his troops with him to Ethiopia (North Sudan = the Land of Kush). And after that, the soldiers abandoned by their king joined the enemy.


�.  But in XXVI § 345 Josephus said that when the king fled, his son was already 5 years-old. Thus when he came back to Egypt 13 years later, Ramesses (= Kamose) would be 18.


�. Diodorus Siculus (I, 65) mentioned a king Bocchoris who reigned after the builders of the Gizeh pyramids. (He was thinking that these pyramids were built at the end of the Hyksos period). But the Bocchoris of Lysimachus would rather be the Pacoris who made an alliance with the Pisidians according to Theopompe. The original source could be in Kushite language because “Pa qor” means the king and Bocchoris resembles the word “bokku” meaning the sceptre (a mace).


� . The inhabitants of the city of Jerusalem were Solymites mixed with Amorites (Hebrews = Ivrim in hebrew language, the ancient inhabitants of Avaris).


� .  Misphragmuthosis is a deformation of Misraim-Tuthmosis, designing in fact Kamose who became Thuthmosis Ist. (We can remark that the names of pharaohs supplied by Manetho are much distorted. The reason is that in his time the common Egyptian script was demotic, while the records in the books of the temples were written in hieratic script. So it is probable that the priests were no more able to rightly decipher the names of their ancient kings in their books.)


� . Thummosis is Ahmose considered as the son of Kamose because he reigned after him. (In fact, Ahmose was the stepbrother of Kamose by their common mother Queen Ahhotep. Ahmose was the son of king Seqenenre Tao, whereas Kamose was probably a son of Apophis Aawserre (issued of an incest with his own daughter Ah-hotep when very young).


� . This king is Ahmose who was back on his word because the inhabitants of Avaris leaving Egypt have taken with them many treasures of Egyptians (Exodus 11:2-3). Contrarily to what Bible says, but as rightly reported in Koran, the pharaoh who pursued Moses was not completely drowned in the Sea of the Reefs (Yam Suf), but he was reanimated and continue to reign on Egypt.


� . Undoubtedly this queen is Ahhotep.





